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Lesson 4 - The Double Life of Alfred Bloggs

Why did Alf want a white-collar job?

diiz deiz piip’l huu duu mae'ny’l
waak of'n rasiiv faa moo ma'nii
dae'n piip'l huu weaak in ofisiz

piip’l huu weaak in ofisiz aa
friikw'ntlii refead tuuw az wait
ko‘le waakaz foo da simp’l riiz'n
daet dei yuuzaya'lii woer a ko'le
‘nd tai to gou te waak

sat3 iz hyuum'n neitfo daet o
greit me'nii piip’l aar of‘'n wi'lin tuu
sakrifais hai-a pei foo do
privi‘lidz ov bika‘min wait ko'la
waakoaz

dis kae'n giv raiz tuu kyuu-arii-as
sitfowei[nz ez it did i'n o keis
av &'lfrid blogz huu weakd az o
dastma'n foo dii e‘lsmii-a
kooparei[n

we'n hii got maerid a‘If woz tuuw
e'mbaerist te sei e‘nipin tuu hiz
waif abaut hiz d3ob

hii si‘'mplii to'ld hea daet hii waakt
foo &a koopareiln

evrii moonin hii left hou'm drest
in ® smaat blaek suut

de'n hii tfei'nd3d i'ntuu ouveroo’lz
2'nd spe'nt 68 nekst eit au-oz &z
a dastma'n

bifoo rataa‘nin hou‘m at nait hii
tuk & Jau-a z'nd tfei'nd3d baek
intuu his suut

2 'If did dis foo ouve tuu yii-az
2'nd hiz felou dastma’n kept hiz
siikrit

e 'Ifs waif haez neva diskavad dat
[ii maerid @ dastma’'n a'nd |ii
neva wi‘l foor &'lf haez dzast
fau'nd a'nade d3ob

hii wi'l suu’'n bii waakin in an ofis

hii wi'l bii @a'nin ou'nlii haaf ez mat|
9z hii yuus tuu

bat hii fii‘lz daet dis rais i'n steites
iz we'l waabp da los av ma‘nii

fro'm nauw o‘'n hii wi'l weer a
suut ool dei a&'nd adaz wi'l koo'l
hi‘'m miste blogs not a‘If
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These days, people who do manual
work often receive far more money
than people who work in offices.
People who work in offices are
frequently referred to as "white-collar
workers' for the simple reason that
they usually wear a collar and tie to go
to work. Such is human nature, that a
great many people are often willing to
sacrifice higher pay for the privilege of
becoming white-collar workers. This
can give rise to curious situations, as it
did in the case of Alfred Bloggs who
worked as a dustman for the Ellesmere
Corporation.

When he got married, Alf was too
embarrassed to say anything to his
wife about his job. He simply told her
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that he worked for the Corporation.
Every morning, he left home dressed
in a smart black suit. He then changed
into overalls and spent the next eight
hours as a dustman. Before returning
home at night. He took a shower and
changed back into his suit. Alf did this
for over two years and his fellow
dustmen kept his secret Alf's wife has
never discovered that she married a
dustman and she never will, for Alf
has just found another job. He will
soon be working in an office. He will
be earning only half as much as he
used to, but he feels that his rise in
status is well worth the loss of money.
From now on, he will wear a suit all
day and others will call him 'Mr.
Bloggs', not 'Alf".
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New words and expressions

Write Say Class Chinese
collar ko'la adjective XS
corporation kooparei[n noun INE]
dustman dastma’n noun Ea L
manual ma‘nya’l adjective & Heg
overalls ouveroo’lz noun T1ERR
privilege priviled3 verb 4F4b
sacrifice saekrifais noun LTl Yy
secret siikrit noun fpzR
shower fau-e noun A
status steites noun Hhqiz
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