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The Aged Aged Man

a poem by Lewis Caroll
from his book Alice Though the Looking Glass
transcribed into S4 phonetic text by Simon Vickers

ai'l te'l yuu evripin ai ka*‘n
deez lit'l tuu rileit

ai soo 'n eid3id eid3id mae‘n

9 sitin o'n a geit

huu aa yuu eid3id mae'n ai sed
&'nd hau iz-it yuu liv

hiz aa‘'nse trik'ld pruu mai hed

laik woote pruu 8 siv

hii sed ai luk fa ba-ta-flaiz
Ozet sliip aman 6s wiit

ai meik d'm i'ntuu mat'n paiz
&'nd se‘l 3'm i'n do striit

ai se'l 8'm a'ntuu me'n hii sed

huu seil-o'n stoomii siiz

& 'nd dzets da wei ai get mai bred

o traif'l if yuu pliiz

bat-ai wz pinkin ov @ plae‘n

tuu dai wa'nz wiskaz grii‘n

&'nd oo'lweiz yuuz sou laad3 s fae‘n
Ozt dei kud not bii sii‘n

sou haevin nou riplai tuu giv

tuu wot 6ii ou‘ld mae'n sed

ai kraid ka‘'m te‘l mii hau yuu liv

a&'nd pa‘'mpt hi'm o'n 6o hed

hiz aakse’'nts mai'ld tuk ap dae tei'l
hii sed ai gou mai weiz

&'nd we'n ai sii @ mau'n-ti'n ri‘l
al set-it-in-a bleiz

2 'nd de‘ns dei meik do staf
dei koo'l

rou I'ndz makaess oi'l
yet tap'ns heipnii iz-00'l

dei giv mii foo mai toi‘l



bat-ai wz pinkin ov & wei

tuu fiild wa'nse‘lf o'n baeta

a&'n sou gou o°‘n fr'm dei te dei
getin o lit'l faets

ai Juk hi'm we'l frm said te said
a'nti‘l hiz feis woz bluu

ka'm te‘l mii hau yuu liv ai kraid

&'nd wot-it-iz yuu duu

hii sed ai ha‘nt foo hae-daks-aiz
aman 0s hedas brait

& 'nd waak d'm i'ntuu weskout bat'nz
i'n da sail’'nt nait

a&'n @iiz ai duu not se‘l foo gou‘ld
00 koi‘n ov si'lvrii fai‘n

bat foo @ kopa heipanii

&'nd daet wi'l pastfis nai‘n

ai sa'mtai'mz dig foo batad rou‘lz
oo set lai'md twigz foo kraebz

ai sa'mtai'mz saat| da graasii no‘lz
foo wii'lz ov hae‘ns'm kaebz

&'nd Ozets 0o wei  hii geiv @ wink
bai wit[ ai get mai we'lp

& 'nd verii glaedlii ai wi'l drink

yoo o‘naz noub’l he‘lp



ai haead hi'm de‘n foor-ai had d3ast
kK'mpliitid mai dizai‘n

tuu kiip 6@ me*‘nai brid3z fr'm rast
bai boi‘lin it i'n wai‘n

ai paenkt hi'm mat] foo te'lin mii

da wei hii got hiz we'lp

bat tfiiflii foo hiz wif dzet hii

mait drink mai noub’l he‘lp

& 'nd nau if ee bai tfaa'ns ai put
mai fingz intuu gluu

00 meaedlii skwiiz & rait hae'nd fut
i'ntuu a left hae'nd Juu

oo if ai drop apo’n mai tou

9 verii hevii weit

ai wiip foor-it rimai‘ndz mii sou

ov 6zt ou’ld mae'n ai yuust te nou
huuz luk woz mai‘ld

huus sbiit] woz slou

huuz hee woz waita da'n 6@ snou
huuz feis woz verii laik  krou

wid aiz laik si'ndez oo’l aglou

huu sii'md distraektid wid hiz wou
huu rokt hiz bodii tuu ae'nd frou

& 'nd matad ma‘mb’linlii 22'nd lou
aez-if hiz maup waas fu'l ov dou
huu snootid laik & bafslou

Oaet sama iivnin lon agou

9 sitin on-a geit



NOTES

About the poem

This poem is a parody by Lewis Carroll
of "Resolution and Independence” by
William Wordsworth,

Ilts full text in conventional spelling and
information about its background can
be found in Wikipedia here.

Carroll’s choice of words and rhyme is
masterly. And the theme of not
listening to other people’s problems,
until they mention something that
interests the listener directly, is a
bittersweet and powerful one.

About using it

If English is not your native language
and you would like to improve your
pronunciation of the sounds of English
and your flow of speech, read the
phonetic text until your delivery is
smooth and accurate.

This text can also be profitably used in
a teaching situation.

About phonetic text

English conventional spelling gives no
clear indication as to exactly how
words ought to be pronounced or
where to place stress. Indeed it is
positively misleading.

For learners of English, there is a need
for clear guidance about
pronunciation, and this is exactly what
phonetic text provides.

Trying to learn proper pronunciation
without phonetic text is like trying to
learn arithmetic without pencil and
paper, or music without sheet music. It
can be done, but it is very difficult, and
most people give up half way.

More

Phonetic text resources are here.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haddocks'_Eyes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haddocks'_Eyes
http://phonetics.livecodehosting.com/S4phonetics/resouces.html
http://phonetics.livecodehosting.com/S4phonetics/resouces.html

